Nanuet girl, 13, gives back to animal community 

By JACKIE SAUNDERS
THE JOURNAL NEWS


	Friends of Rockland Shelter Animals 

• Phone: 914-319-2646


• P.O. Box 1056, Nyack, NY 10960

• E-mail: woofies4@att.net
What was collected

• 786 pounds of dog food

• 504 pounds of cat food

• 83 pounds of dog treats

• 63 dog bones

• 53 dog/cat toys

• 308 pounds cat litter

• 24 gallons of bleach

• 27 rolls of paper towel

• 1 dozen towels

• 1 dog bed

• $222.30 in donations
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(Original publication: June 22, 2006)
NANUET — Allison Kleinberger's garage could have been mistaken for a PETCO store last week; a mass of brightly colored bags labeled Puppy Chow and Friskies blanketed the floor and rows of stacked cans packed the shelves.

The Nanuet seventh-grader sat outside the Pearl River Shop-Rite supermarket for eight hours on a Sunday this month collecting pet food and supplies to donate as part of her community service for her bat mitzvah this September.

"I love animals and I wanted to help them," said the 13-year-old Pearl River Middle School student.

Kleinberger collected more than 1,300 pounds of food and cat litter, 53 toys, various cleaning supplies and $222.30, which she donated to the Friends of Rockland Shelter Animals.

FORSA is a group of volunteers that helps find temporary and permanent homes for animals.

"I can't believe how many items she collected," said FORSA treasurer Deme Boutzalis. "We have had people collect supplies for us before, but when I saw her garage, it looked like a warehouse."

Kleinberger created fliers detailing a list of needed supplies from FORSA, which she handed to shoppers on their way into the store.

The response from the fliers resulted in hundreds of people donating food, treats and toys, as well as stories about their own animals.

"Allison's secret was that she prepared an informational flier ahead of time instead of just standing there," Boutzalis said.

The supplies were squeezed into the Kleinbergers' minivan and Boutzalis' SUV on Sunday for delivery to Nyack's Dapper Dog, a grooming and retail store that served as a temporary storage facility until the supplies could be dispensed.

Boutzalis contacted several needy families to whom FORSA donates pet supplies.

"Some people can't afford to feed and take care of their animals in our community," she said.

Cat food was sent to Suffern, where several cat colonies live behind a strip mall, Boutzalis said.

"There is one woman in the Bronx with many cats and we have been directing food her way," Boutzalis said. "She will receive a large chunk of this food."

