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WC Love Story

From page 1

As a young man, Charles McDowell
emigrated from Canada to upstate NY
in 1858, where he met and fell in love
with young Nancy Wager, from Alton.
They married on Christmas Eve of 1860
when Nancy was just 16. In 1862,
Charles enlisted in the Union Army. The
couple wrote dozens of letters to one
another during their separation, and at
one point, Nancy traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. to live there with Charles until
a bout with typhoid fever forced her re-
turn to her parents’ home. When the war
ended in 1865, Charles and Nancy built
a home in Alton and lived there the rest
of their lives. They are buried in a small
cemetery at the bottom of a hill on
Shaker Road.

Somehow, their letters survived for
150 years. Lisa Saunders, Charles and
Nancy’s great-great-granddaughter dis-
covered them in a box in her mother’s
attic, along with Nancy’s obituary from
the Sept. 18, 1931 issue of The Sodus
Record, headlined “Mrs. McDowell is
Dead —Shook Hands With Lincoln.” Ever
True was written by Saunders, based
upon her book by the same name.
Saunders was on hand Thursday to sign
copies of her book.

I was privileged to see last Thursday’s
performance, along with my husband,
my mother, and one of her neighbors.
Museum Director Joe O"Toole had set up
chairs under a canopy in the side yard.
Flickering candle-lanterns and the
whistle of a real train on the tracks
across town added to the atmosphere.
One could imagine themselves hearing
a steam engine pulling out, bearing an-
other load of our boys off to fight the
Rebs.

Nancy and Charles seemed to come
back to life, in the persons of Erin
Cushman of Lyons and Jarett Elmore of
Newark. Nancy was still a teenager dur-
ing most of the war years, and many of
her letters to Charles passed on the lat-
est area gossip. My husband later said
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By Linda Stevenson

Last weekend, the Museum of Wayne
County History in Lyons hosted three
performances of the one-act play “Ever
True: A Civil War Love Story” — a story

“She could have been the Rona Barrett
of the Civil War!” Cushman read those
pirts with just the right amount of rel-
is

Charles’ letters were a bit more re-
strained, but his_longing to be with his
young bride, and his happmess when
she was finally able to join him for a
short time, were evident. Elmore’s por-

with a local connection.
Continues on page 6

trayal was perfect, right down to the not
always grammatical dialect.

lay was directed by Jennifer
Mltchel{) f Geneva. Her narration helped
tie it all together.

Over 100 people saw the play over the
course of the weekend, and it was well |
worth the drive to Lyons. Copies of the
book are available at the Museum. It’s a
fascinating read
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