EVER TRUE: A Union Private And His Wife
by

Lisa Saunders


[image: image1.jpg]



The true story of one couple’s devotion to their country and each other in the midst of the Civil War’s infidelities, scandals and ever present threat of death. Text includes a "who’s who" to introduce readers to the authors of the letters, a narrative to place the letters into their historical context, and a glossary of terms. Published by Heritage Books.
"Unusual ..."American Civil War Magazine"
An intimate portrayal of the relationship between a husband and wife that makes them interesting reading for anyone" Civil War News 
"Charming and romantic in a very personal way." Heritage Books
ISBN: 0-7884-2526-9. To order call 1-800-876-6103. May also be ordered through www.amazon.com  
Private Charles McDowell and his wife Nancy
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Charles McDowell married Nancy when she was 15 years old. Enlisting as a private in the New York 9th Heavy Artillery, he asked Nancy, then 17, to save his letters. Despite his grueling battles and marches, he was able to save hers as well. Nancy’s letters give us the worries and gossip of a teenage wife during the war. Her fears for Charles are many and include: 

· Prostitutes

· Venereal disease

· Bullets

· Typhoid Fever

· Lying injured on the battlefield for days

· Being taken prisoner

· “Clever women”

Nancy’s happiest time during the war was the year she spent with Charles while he was stationed at Fort Foote in Washington. She ran an apple pie business, selling 70 a day to the soldiers, and learned how to shoot a revolver. Before returning to her parents to recover from Typhoid Fever, she met Lincoln and shook his hand. Nancy was unable to return to Washington because Charles’s regiment was sent out to "chase old Lee." Charles’s letters tell of the battles of Cold Harbor, Jerusalem Plank Road, Monocacy, Opequon (Winchester), Cedar Creek, the Siege of Petersburg, an attack by Mosby's Men, and the Shenandoah Valley Campaign.
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