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It is assumed that students can’t cos-
trol themselves-all we can do is teach
them birth control and disease preven-
tion. Yomig adults do deserve to leam
the science of birth control and disease
prevention, but a visit to a gynecologist’s
office will remind you that no birth con-
trol is 100 percent effective. -

‘When birth control fails to work, do
young women.and men truly understand
the devastation of an unwanted pregnan-
* | cy? The psychological scars of having an
" | abertion or giving up a baby for adoption
cam last a lifetime. Raising a child as a
- | young single parent can be fraught with
g povertyand hardship.

Apart from the risk to physical health,
there is also the emotional trauma expe- -
ﬁ-ced bya person who shares

vr the'ylwewhen
iqhwetomhu‘lne meve en to
the next.

Progmns like Weight Watchers and

Aleoholics Anenymous teach self-control

s provide weekly support for their

snembers. Why not invite a program into

omr. public schools that teaches sexual

- sbetinence, using these same m
techaiques?
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